Rat monoclonal antibodies were prepared against antigens expressed by uveal melanomas. Uncultured cells from primary human uveal melanomas were used for the rat inoculations and for the screening of hybridomas by enzyme-linked immu nosorbent assay (ELISA). One of the monoclonal antibodies, designated 4A3, recognised a cytoplasmic antigen which was relatively specific for melanoma cells and which could be detected by immunohistochemistry in formalin-fixed, paraffin 
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Materials and Methods
Monoclonal antibodies to uveal melanoma have been raised in the rat and the technique has been described in detail elsewhere (Fig. 1) The appearance of these bands showed inter tumour variation (Fig. 4) . Using these methods, the 4A3 antigen was demonstrated in the subretinal fluid of patients with uveal melanoma (Fig. 5 ).
Discussion
The most important feature of this study is the demonstration that monoclonal antibodies can be produced using uncultured uveal melanoma cells. None of the monoclonal anti bodies we produced were entirely specific for an antigen which was present only in melanoma cells. In this respect they are similar to the vast majority of monoclonal antibodies produced against cutaneous melanomas. 12 There are three main reasons for the lack of absolute specificity of monoclo nal antibodies to tumours. Firstly, the anti genic differences between malignant and normal cells are only quantitative, rather than qualitative as previously believed. 13 Secondly, the methods used for the selection of hybridomas may be inadequate. Despite' claims made by other workers,5 the ELISA 
